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PROLOGUE

Surely many of you are keeping up with recent updates from 
the county.  In view of these things, we have begun 
formulating our own plan for  slowly reopening as a church.  
That is what this document is all about.  From this point 
forward we will be housing it on our website and updating it 
as things develop.


You should know that, whatever our plan for reopening may 
entail, our hope is to, wherever possible, include options for 
virtual involvement.  We are certainly aware that some are 
more at risk than others.  And we also understand that some 
may be more cautious and reluctant to gather again in 
person.  Our aim, therefore, is to provide a way of engaging 
in our groups and services that can accommodate everyone 
in our congregation, whatever their conviction or comfort 
level with these things may be.  


Along with this, we are committed to cultivating and 
maintaining a culture of grace at Mercy Hill, especially with 
regard to this issue.  Some congregants are going to be 
ready and excited to gather in person.  Awesome!  Others will 
still want to worship from home.  That’s great too!  Let’s 
refrain from judgment on either side and, instead, allow each 
individual and family the space to make decisions as they feel 
God leading them.


https://www.sccgov.org/sites/covid19/Pages/public-health-orders.aspx
https://www.sccgov.org/sites/covid19/Pages/public-health-orders.aspx


SMALL GROUPS,  
EVENTS, & SUNDAY 
SERVICES





OUR PLAN

We have many small groups and events at Mercy Hill.  These 
include things such as Home Groups, DNA Groups, youth 
gatherings, prayer meetings, etc.  All of these groups are now 
permitted to begin meeting in person so long as they do so in 
accordance with county and state guidelines.  The leaders of 
these various groups and events are free to decide if and 
how they will go about this.  If you personally desire to start 
another group or meeting, feel free to reach out to us at 
info@mercyhillchurch.org.  We’d love to help!


As for Sunday Services, we will now be attempting to provide 
an in-person option, while also live-streaming the Service for 
those who do not yet feel ready or safe to gather.  The in-
person option will be outside and compliance with the 
county’s guidelines will be required.


mailto:info@mercyhillchurch.org


OUR COMMITMENT

Regarding every in-person group, event, or service, here is 
our commitment (as leaders) to you:








1

Attendance Tracking: We will keep a list of all 
people in attendance as part of the county’s 
requirement for the purpose of contact 
tracing should it become necessary.  We will 
also cap the attendance at or below the 
number advised by local officials.  This may 
mean that for certain events we will need to 
have people register in advance and, sadly, 
will only be able to admit individuals on a first-
come-first serve basis.

2
Sanitation Protocol: We will do our best to 
sanitize all that people will utilize when 
gathering (e.g. seats, surfaces, bathrooms, 
etc.) using the guidelines provided by the 
CDC both before and after the event.

3

Safety Measures: We will take all safety 
measures recommended by government 
officials.  This includes (but is not limited to): 
(a) maintaining and encouraging social 
distancing; (b) using and requiring face 
coverings; (c) washing hands frequently; (d) 
providing hand sanitizer; (e) refraining from 
eating and drinking communally.

https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/list-n-disinfectants-use-against-sars-cov-2-covid-19
https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/list-n-disinfectants-use-against-sars-cov-2-covid-19





OUR REQUEST

Now, in an effort to keep everyone safe and with a special 
concern to protect the vulnerable among us, here are some 
things we would ask from you:










4
Virtual Options: Wherever possible, we are 
committed to offering a virtual option for 
people to join in from home if they feel it is 
unwise or unsafe for them to gather in person.

2
Self-Screening: Before coming to participate 
in person, please self-screen at home, 
including temperature and/or symptom 
checks using CDC Guidelines.

3

Safety Measures: Please commit to following 
the same sorts of safety measures listed 
previously (e.g. maintaining social distancing 
[obviously, families are allowed to sit with 
each other]; wearing a face mask; washing 
hands frequently; etc.).

1

At-Risk Groups: Please be especially careful 
if you are among those high at risk (e.g. over 
the age of 50, with underlying medical 
conditions such as heart or lung disease or 
diabetes, etc.).  You may feel it is best for you 
to participate from home though you are free 
to gather in person if you so desire.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html


4

Children: As hard as this is, at this point we 
are asking that children remain in the care of 
those in their household unit and seek to 
abide by the same safety measures as 
everyone else (e.g. social distancing, wearing 
a face mask if over two years of age, etc.).  
Feel free to bring a tent, blanket, pack-n-play, 
or whatever else you think may help you and 
your family!



OUR SOURCES




Public Health Orders


Considerations for Communities of Faith


COVID-19 Industry Guidance


The Gospel Coalition Coronavirus Coverage


COVID-19 & The Church (9Marks)

https://www.sccgov.org/sites/covid19/Pages/public-health-orders.aspx#executive-summary
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/faith-based.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/faith-based.html
https://covid19.ca.gov/pdf/guidance-places-of-worship.pdf
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/topics/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://covid19.9marks.org/?utm_source=hp-launch-covid19-resources&utm_medium=hp-launch-covid19-resources&utm_campaign=hp-launch-covid19-resources&utm_term=hp-launch-covid19-resources&utm_content=hp-launch-covid19-resources

